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procedure. They are suitable for use in 
schools. 

	 Do NOT use the sheep treatment, 
Clout; however, the product, Clout-S, 
is suitable for use in goats. Treatment 
programs should be documented in the 
appropriate records.

	 When using vaccines, drenches or any 
other animal care chemicals, care must 
be taken and noted about the following:

•	 reading all labels
•	 maintaining appropriate storage
•	 adhering to withholding periods
•	 determining the weight of animals
•	 determining the correct dose rate
•	 using protective clothing if required.

	 Goats need to be vaccinated with 6 
in 1 vaccine. Kids should be done at 
marking and followed-up four to six 
weeks later. Older animals can be 
restrained in a bail. 

	 To avoid abscesses and carcass 
damage, vaccination should be done in 
the web of skin at the base of the ear, 
using 18 gauge, 12 mm needles that 
are sharp and sterile. 

4.	 ear tagging (Category 3)

	 Ensure that the goats are safely 
restrained. The procedure should be 
carried out quickly. Tags are placed in 
the left ear of females and the right ear 
of males. Avoid puncturing large blood 
vessels. Equipment should be cleaned 
between goats to help prevent blood-
borne infections.

5.	 tattoo application (Category 3)

	 This procedure is necessary for 
registered stud goats. Clean the inner 
surface of an ear with methylated 
spirits. Apply the tattoo ink to a clean, 
hairless area, away from ridges of 
cartilage or large veins. Apply tattoo 
pliers firmly. Rub excess ink into tattoo 
marks. The pliers should be sterilised 
between goats to prevent the spread of 
blood-borne infections.

 Correct position to tattoo

Tattoo pliers

6.	 hoof paring (Category 3)

	 For goats, this procedure needs to 
be done often. Restrain the goat in a 
bail. To avoid cutting sensitive tissue, 
students should receive prior instruction 
on hoof structure. To avoid taking off 
too much hoof and causing bleeding or 
damage, the horn of the hoof should be 
cut back in several stages. Ensure the 
foot stands level and cut the sider first, 
then the point of the toe and the head. 
Very overgrown hooves should be cut 
back gradually by trimming at weekly 
intervals. No bleeding should occur. 
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Untrimmed feet

Correct method to trim foot

8.	 shearing (Category 3)

	 Shearing should be carried out twice a 
year when the wool is no longer than 
150 mm. Shears should be set to half-
sheep shearing speed. Lubricate the 
combs more often to keep them cool. 
Treat cuts by applying a commercially-
available antiseptic.

12.	milking (Category 3)

	 Does should be safely restrained with 
a collar or bail. A back leg may need to 
be tied using a leg rope. Before each 
milking, ensure adequate hygiene by 
washing the udder in clean water or 
sanitiser solution and wiping udder and 
teat dry with paper towel. At milking 
time, the milker should wash hands 
between goats. After collecting a 
sample of milk, each teat that has been 
milked should be dipped in a sanitiser 

solution registered for teat disinfection. 
Does may be fed while milking.

	 Check the udder regularly for mastitis. 
Severe mastitis can be checked by 
using a Rapid Mastitis Test which 
involves mixing a detergent solution 
with milk. Milk from infected udders 
will form a jelly-like consistency. Refer 
to Agskills from NSW Agriculture for 
procedures to recognise and treat 
mastitis. 

	 Special goat cups are available for 
milking machines although Jersey cow 
cups may be more suitable for goats 
with larger teats. Do not overmilk. 
Monitor the flow of milk and cease 
milking when the steady flow begins 
to dwindle. Lactation should only be 
encouraged for 5–9 months. Vacuum 
source should be at 35–45 kg and have 
a pulsation rate of 70–90 ppm.

25.	castration (Category 4)

	 Castration can be done by placing 
an elastrator ring at the neck of the 
scrotum, by removal using a knife, or 
by using a specially-designed, heated 
knife that seals the wound. 

31.	artificial insemination (Category 5)

39.	disbudding (Category 4)

	 This procedure is best carried out on 
kids during their first week by using a 
hot disbudding iron, which is usually 
gas-powered. Experienced operators 
only should do the procedure, as local 
anaesthesia must be used to restrain 
the kid. Kids should be checked after 
2–3 weeks as regrowth can occur if the 
procedure is not correctly performed. 
Care should be taken when disbudding 
young bucks as damage can be done 
to the scent glands which are located 
near the horn buds. 
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