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used. Never get into a tug of war with 
the horse, as 500 kg will always win!

C.	 Non-invasive measurement of
1.	 body weight (Category 2)

2.	 body condition (Category 2)

3.	 growth (Category 2)

4.	 body proportions (Category 2)

5.	 pulse (Category 2)

6.	 respiration (Category 2)

	 All these procedures should be able 
to be carried out with the horse held 
or tied up with a headstall and lead 
rope. The use of a crush or nose twitch 
should not be necessary. Choose a 
horse that is accustomed to these 
procedures and has a quiet disposition. 
Measurement can be made before and 
after exercise.

D.	 Measurement of mild dietary effects 
(Category 3)
This would be an unlikely activity due to 
the vast variations between individuals 
and the difficulty in measuring change in 
performance. The use of research data 
on feeding horses, mostly American, is 
recommended. 

E.	 Behaviour activities
3.	 training for competition or showing 

(Category 3)

	 To minimise risks for the handler, 
horses used in schools should have 
calm temperaments. They should be 
able to be handled with headstall and 
lead rope, and be ridden in a snaffle bit. 
Horses requiring more restraint are not 
suitable for use in schools. Students 
need to be very familiar with the use of: 
headstall and lead rope, saddle, lunge 
rein, bridle and lunge whip or dressage 
whip. They need to be supervised 
and well trained in the use of this 
equipment.

F.	 Collection of samples from livestock
3.	 faeces & urine (non-invasive) 

(Category 2)

	 Collection of faeces and urine will 
require minimal restraint of a horse.

7. 	 blood (Category 5)

G.	Standard husbandry activities
1.	 administering treatments

topical
•	 backline (Category 3)
•	 spray (Category 3)
•	 dip (Category 3)
oral
•	 drench (Category 3)
injection
•	 subcutaneous (Category 3)
•	 intramuscular (Category 3)

	 It is important to maintain a program 
of vaccination and control of all 
internal parasites for all horses. 
When treating for internal parasites, 
all animals should be treated at the 
same time and pastures should be 
rotated in conjunction with the drench 
program. These programs need to be 
documented in the appropriate records. 

	 When using vaccines, drenches or any 
other animal care chemicals, care must 
be taken and noted about the following:

•	 reading all labels
•	 maintaining appropriate storage
•	 adhering to withholding periods
•	 determining the weight of animals
•	 determining the correct dose rate
•	 using protective clothing if required.

	 Administering vaccination injections 
to horses should be carried out in a 
quiet, firm manner. A headstall and 
lead rope should be used and some 
animals, adverse to needles, may 
need to be twitched. For tetanus and 
strangles, use vaccines. For local 
disease incidence, seek advice from a 
veterinarian. 
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2.	 coat care and grooming (Category 2)

3.	 coat clipping (Category 3)

	 Some horses may be extremely 
sensitive to the use of electric clippers, 
especially for body clipping. If horses 
need to be restrained for coat clipping, 
the use of a nose twitch or tranquilliser 
should only be used following advice 
from a veterinarian. Generally, horses 
can be restrained using a headstall and 
lead rope.

15. 	loading and unloading animals onto 
transporters (Category 3)

	 Before students are involved in 
transporting horses, they should be 
used to leading horses and bandaging 
their legs. At least in the initial stages, 
use horses that are well used to being 
trucked or floated and trained to load 
and unload calmly and willingly. Involve 
students in initial float training of young 
horses, only after they have obtained 
considerable skills in handling horses. 
Do this in a calm, quiet manner under 
close supervision. Whenever possible, 
emphasise the importance of step-by-
step learning for the horse.

19.	fire branding of horses (Category 4)

20.	freeze branding of horses (Category 4)

	 Limited by the requirements of breed 
societies.

	 Branding causes pain and, if it is 
required, it should only be carried 
out by an experienced person. 
Thoroughbred horses, both AJC and 
Stud Book registered, use freeze 
brands. Other breed societies use fire 
brands. 

31.	artificial insemination (Category 5)

32.	semen collection (Category 5)

33.	pregnancy diagnosis (Category 4)

	 The diagnosis of pregnancy in horses 
is made by rectal palpation and 
ultrasound. Diagnosis would only be 
carried out by a veterinary surgeon 
because of the danger of rectal tears.

35.	microchip tagging (Category 4)

	 A veterinarian must perform this 
procedure. Antiseptic conditions and 
local anaesthetic must be used as 
improper implanting can lead to serious 
trauma or infection in the horse. 

	 This method of identification is 
especially useful when skin brands are 
illegible.
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