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9.

Birth to 12 months,
lamb’s teeth

12-19 months, two-tooth

18-24 months, four-tooth

23-36 months, six-tooth

28-48 months, eight-footh

Old sheep, broken mouth

scrotum and testicles (palpation)
(Category 2)

The sheep is held in a standing
position. The handler places a hand on
each side of the base of the scrotum
and feels for the spermatic chords
between thumb and fingers, gradually
moving down to the epididymis.
Abnormalities such as hardness and
swelling can be felt without too much
pressure. Comparisons between the
testes can be made simultaneously by
using a hand on each side.

D. Measurement of mild dietary
effects:

1.
2.
3.

high/normal protein (Category 3)
high/normal energy (Category 3)
high/normal fat (Category 3)
palatability (Category 3)

It is recommended that dietary
observation be restricted to
physiological effects on wool growth
as these provide accurate results
without causing stress to the animal.
Restriction of food quantity is not
acceptable.

E. Behaviour activities
2. taming and gentling (Category 3)

3. training for competition or showing

(Category 3)

Lambs can be quietened at an early
age and should be handled as much as
possible. Initially, they can be trained
to the halter by tying them up to a solid
object. Gradually, lambs will get used
to the halter and will walk on the lead.
Sheep should become accustomed to
being handled all over and, for rams,
this includes touching the scrotum.
During a show, the handler walks on
the left side of the animal. When the
handler is seated, the animal should
face the handler and have its head at
about knee height. The animal should
stand with its head high and feet
evenly spaced so that it is shown to

its optimum. To prevent injury from the
horns, horned sheep, especially rams,
need to be held by the head.

For short wool breeds, trimming or
clipping should commence at least a
month before judging day. It should

be done four or five times before a
show. The sheep should be secured

by its headstall to a rail and, ideally,
raised on a table. Remove any burrs
from the wool. Dampen an area, e.g. a
hindquarter, with a spray bottle of water
and break up the fibre with a stiff brush
or carding comb. Use hand shears to
trim the fibre back to a solid base. Use
the bottom blade of the shears as a
gauge for depth. Card up several times
and clip to achieve a smooth finish. Clip
the wool from the scrotum. Trim the

tail to fit into the hindquarter to give a
meaty appearance.

For long wool breeds, rug the sheep
during the winter months with either a
hessian or canvas rug. Just prior to a
show, open up the wool and trim off any
straggly or fluffy pieces with a pair of
shears.
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F. Collection of samples from livestock
1. wool (Category 2)

This is easily achieved at shearing
by using sharp hand shears, curved
scissors or handpiece to remove the
wool required. The animal should be
adequately restrained.

3. faeces & urine (non-invasive)
(Category 2)
When collecting urine, the most
efficient method is by restraining the
animal over a collection tray, which
gathers all, passed urine. Remember
to treat all urine as though it contains
hazardous diseases. Store the urine in
sealed containers, handle with surgical
gloves and ensure that all collection
areas are kept clean.

Faeces can be collected from the
ground after the animal has defecated.
Sheep can be temporarily restrained
in a pen or corner of the paddock.
Students should wear gloves and follow
proper hygiene procedures.
5. saliva (Category 3)

Feeding roughage to sheep just before

collection facilitates the collection of

saliva. Roughage stimulates excess

saliva-production so collection from the

mouth, using a syringe-operated suction

tube, becomes an easy process.

4. faeces (invasive) (Category 5)
6. ruminal fluid (Category 5)
7. blood (Category 5)
G. Standard husbandry activities
1. administering treatments
topical
+ backline (Category 3)
+ spray (Category 3)
+ dip (Category 3)
oral
+ drench (Category 3)
injection

+ subcutaneous (Category 3)

* intramuscular (Category 3)

It is important to maintain a program

of vaccination and control of parasites
for all sheep. When treating for

internal and external parasites, all
animals should be treated at the

same time and pastures should be
rotated in conjunction with the drench
program. These activities need to be
documented in the appropriate records.

When using vaccines, drenches or any
other animal care chemicals, care must
be taken and noted about the following:

reading all labels

maintaining appropriate storage

adhering to withholding periods

determining the weight of animals
— determining the correct dose rate
— using protective clothing if required.

When vaccinating, ensure that the
animal is adequately restrained and
the needles are sharp and sterile.
Subcutaneous injections are most
commonly used and involve injecting
the vaccine just under the skin. The
recommended site for vaccination is in
the loose skin folds at the base of the
ear.

For scabby mouth, the skin is scratched
with a special applicator. Please note
that scabby mouth vaccine is a live
vaccine and is infectious to humans.
Care must be taken to avoid accidental
self-inoculation. If this occurs, medical
assistance must be sought immediately.

When treating for internal and external
parasites, all animals should be treated
at the same time and pastures should
be rotated in conjunction with the
drench program.

Treatment for external parasites is now
commonly carried out using pour-on or
backline chemicals. As these chemicals
are safer for the operator and for those
watching the procedure, they are
suitable for use in schools.
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* intrauterine pessaries (Category 4)

The introduction of Controlled
Intravaginal Releasing Device (CIRD)

is classified as administering an
intrauterine pessary. Ensure equipment
is cleaned after each application.
Carefully introduce the loaded
applicator to the sheep’s vagina and,
when the applicator is in position,
discharge the CIRD.

ear marking (Category 3)

Ear marking with a registered mark for
identification is required by legislation.
Schools should contact their local Rural
Lands Protection Board for advice. See
also lamb marking below.

hoof paring (Category 3)

This operation removes overgrown hoof
material and, in conjunction with sound
management practices, keeps the hoof
clean, hard and prevents diseases

like abscesses. To avoid taking off too
much hoof and causing bleeding or
damage, the horn of the hoof should
be cut back in several stages. Students
should receive prior instruction on hoof
structure to help to avoid cutting into
sensitive tissue.

shearing (Category 3)

Shearing is the removal of wool from
the sheep using an electric handpiece.
Students should be familiar with the
electric handpiece prior to shearing
and be supervised by an experienced
person. The tally high method of
shearing is recommended.

crutching (Category 4)

Crutching is the removal of wool from
the breech area of the sheep using
hand shears.

Shaded area shows the region shom when crutching

25. castration (Category 4)

Castration can be achieved by placing
an elastrator ring at the neck of the
scrotum, by removing using a knife or
by using a specially designed, heated
knife that seals the wound.

26. tail docking (Category 4)

Tail docking is carried out to stop soiling
of the breech area and to help prevent
fly strike. The tail should be removed at
the third tail joint. See NSW Agriculture
Agfacts for detailed information. Leaving
the tail this length protects the vulva
from the sun and flies.

Castration, tail docking and ear marking
are usually carried out together and are
collectively known as lamb marking.
When carrying out several operations
on the one animal at the one time, such
as lamb marking, plan the operations
so that the operation causing most
stress is performed last.

These operations should be carried out
by a skilled person only, and preferably
using a lamb marking cradle to
adequately restrain the lamb. Marking
is best carried out before the lambs are
4-6 weeks of age. In the interests of
animal welfare and to prevent soiling
of the breech area, all lambs that are
to be kept until weaning age should

be marked. All male lambs, other than
those kept for breeding purposes, must
be castrated before six weeks of age
as part of normal husbandry practice.
Entire ram lambs will cause problems
with management and will tend to fight
as they reach puberty.

40. mulesing (Category 5)
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