Teaching ideas for Bear and Chook books rap
N.B. These are ideas to support students to answer the rap points and comment on the blog. You do as much (or as little) as time and your teaching situation permits. Finding some time to share other students responses on the blog, using an IWB, is valuable. Collaborating with TL, CT, ESL or STLA makes the job even easier!

Go to the rap: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/raps/bearandchook/index.htm
Go to the blog: http://rapblog6.edublogs.org/
Go to the Learncast: via TaLe>Parents & community and search for Bear and Chook to access the video of Lisa and Emma reading Bear and Chook by the sea and eight Q&A videos about the books. http://www.tale.edu.au/
Task 1 Teaching and programming ideas
Introductory activities
Term 4, Week 2: week beginning 26 October, 2009
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Bear and Chook and Bear and Chook by the sea

by Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay

Covers reproduced by permission of Hachette Children’s Books

Suggested sequence of teaching strategies

· Provide an overview and explain the purpose of the rap.

Explain to students 

· how they will discuss and respond to the two picture books with their classmates 
· how they will discuss and respond to the two picture books with students in other schools by posting messages to a blog
· that they will read and reread the texts many times to become familiar with them and find information about the characters and events from the written text and illustrations
· that they will watch a video of the author and illustrator reading Bear and Chook by the sea and use this reading experience to inform their opinions about the characters’ actions and behaviours
· that they will watch a Question and answer video of the author and illustrator responding to students’ questions about the Bear and Chook books 
· how they will explore and then innovate on the text to create their own illustrated writing sequence about Bear and Chook by the sea to share with their classmates and students in other schools.
· Read both texts with the students. 
Possible activities

1. Pre-reading
· Read Cathy Welsford’s article, 'It's what you do before the reading that makes the difference', for ideas and strategies.
· Study the covers of each picture book and discuss

· characters and predict story, possible complications and potential solutions, knowledge of author’s and illustrator’s style (RES1.5) (RS1.5).

2. Reading the picture books
It is important for students to have a range of reading experiences, and to read and re-read texts. (RES1.7) (RS1.7).

· Read Bear and Chook and Bear and Chook by the sea.

· Watch the video of Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay reading Bear and Chook by the sea.

3. Posting to the rap blog
Inform students that they will communicate their ideas to other students by uploading to the Comments section of a blog (also known as a web log). Explain rap lingo or terminology to students. 
· In order for the class to construct an introductory comment, clarify the purpose of the introductory comment, identifying the audience and discussing the detail required to achieve the purpose. List appropriate voice, modality, greeting and blog signature, for example. The blog post would include the school’s name, location, size of group and any other interesting features of the school or class. Using correct blog and Book rap etiquette (see About for further details), post the class introduction to the rap.
· Prepare the group response to the Introductory rap point with the class. Student/s (rap representative) or teacher word process the response, edit and save. (WES1.13) (WS1.13).

· Teacher facilitates the student/s use of the word processor and blogging procedures to post the response to the Introductory rap point once the teacher has approved the final text.
· Access, read and discuss introductions from other rappers, and locate these schools on the Rap maps and with Google Earth. Students may wish to respond to rapper’s introductions on the Bear and Chook books rap blog.
· For further information about this rap contact Cath Keane by email or by phone (02) 9886 7501.
4. Optional activity
If time is available, complete the optional activity:

· Investigate biographical backgrounds of the author and illustrator. Visit the author and illustrator internet sites for background information. (RES1.7) (RS1.7).
To help your students respond to the rap, click on the following links

	

	
	

	

	
	


Task 2 Teaching and programming ideas
Rap point 1
Term 4, Week 3: week beginning 2 November, 2009
Suggested sequence of teaching strategies

· Read Bear and Chook, and then, read Bear and Chook by the sea.

Teaching focus: 
· Focus strongly on the theme of friendship, as demonstrated by the text and illustrations of both titles in the Bear and Chook series. 
· Discuss the qualities that make a good friend.
· Watch the video of Lisa and Emma reading Bear and Chook by the sea.

· Inferential comprehension activity. Brainstorm with the class, or in small groups: 
1a) How do we know that Bear and Chook are friends? 
· Look closely at the text and illustrations in both Bear and Chook titles. For example, on both title pages the illustrator, Emma Quay, focuses only on the characters’ legs to suggest that Bear and Chook enjoy spending time together. (RES1.5) (RS1.5).
· Watch the Q&A videos featuring Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay responding to students’ questions about the Bear and chook books. In particular, Q&A 5 is How do you show in your words and your pictures that Bear and Chook are best friends?
· Use Rap sheet 1 to organise the students’ observations and the reasons given by the author and illustrator. 

· Optional: You may wish to create a Venn diagram to compare the students observations with those of the author and illustrator. Go to KYVL for kids research portal for ideas and examples of note taking scaffolds.

~~~~~~~~~~~
· Ask students to think about their friends. Brainstorm with the class, or in small groups: 
1b) What makes a good friend? How do you like to spend your time together? 
· Discuss the qualities/characteristics of a good friend, and how friends spend time together. (TES1.1) (TS1.1).
· Use a concept or mind map to record the students’ responses. Print Rap sheet 2 for students to write their own responses or open Rap sheet 2 on an IWB for shared writing. (WES1.9) (WS1.9).
Task 3 Teaching and programming ideas
Rap point 2
Term 4, Week 4: week beginning 9 November, 2009
Suggested sequence of teaching strategies

· Read Bear and Chook, and then, read Bear and Chook by the sea.

Teaching focus: 

· Focus strongly on the writing patterns within both titles of the Bear and Chook series. 
· Create extensions of the stories, closely following these patterns.
· Explain to the students that this week we are looking at patterns in the written text of both picture books.
· Reread Bear and Chook. 

· Each time Bear dreams about what he would like to be when he grows up, pause to allow the students to say the ‘career choice’ word, and then discuss the sequence. For example,

I wouldn’t mind being a ____________, though.
Then talk about 

· What time of day is it? What do Bear and Chook do? What happens to poor Chook this time? (RES1.5) (RS1.5).
· Follow author Lisa Shanahan’s writing pattern in Bear and Chook to: 

2a) Create a new sequence for a part of this book. Rap sheet 3 supports this activity. (WES1.10) (WS1.10). 

· Reread Bear and Chook by the sea and/or watch the video of the reading by Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay. 

· The forward journey is difficult for Chook. Look at the writing pattern and discuss how Chook feels about the journey. Look closely at the words that describe how Chook feels. For example,

‘Flomp, flomp, scratch, scratch, flomp, flomp, scratch, … [position] they [action].’
‘It’s [description] here,’ [action] Chook.

‘Yes,’said Bear.

[Noisy sound effect - onomatopoeia]

‘What’s that?’[action] Chook.

‘A [explanation].’ said Bear.

‘I want to go home,’ [action] Chook.

· Follow author Lisa Shanahan’s writing pattern in Bear and Chook by the sea to:

2b) Create a new sequence for a part of this book. Rap sheet 4 supports this activity. (WES1.10) (WS1.10).

Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay are online this week to respond to students’ questions. Go to Authors to read the comments and to post a comment.

Task 4 Teaching and programming ideas
Rap point 3
Term 4, Week 5: week beginning 16 November, 2009

Suggested sequence of teaching strategies
· Read Bear and Chook and Bear and Chook by the sea. By this stage, students will read along.

Teaching focus: 
· Focus strongly on the similarities and differences between the characters Bear and Chook. 
· Use search strategies to locate picture books of similar themes in your school library. 
· Brainstorm possible titles for a third book in the series.

· Watch the Q&A video with Lisa Shanahan and Emma Quay responding to students’ questions. This will provide students with a wealth of information and ideas to help them respond to the following rap points.

· Revisit the pages of the books. Ask students to look closely at the written text and illustrations and discuss how the characters are different – appearance, behaviour, etc. For example, Bear is usually adventurous and Chook is cautious. Use Rap sheet 5 to help students respond to rap point 3a). (RES1.5) (RS1.5) (WES1.9) (WS1.9).

3a) How are Bear and Chook different to one another?
· Revisit the pages of the books. Ask students to look closely at the written text and illustrations and discuss how the characters are similar. For example, both enjoy investigating rock pools. Use Rap sheet 6 to help students respond to rap point 3b). (RES1.5) (RS1.5) (WES1.9) (WS1.9)..

3b) How are Bear and Chook similar to one another?
· Now for a great collaborative activity for the classroom teacher and teacher librarian. N.B. If you do not have OASIS Library at your school, ask your teacher librarian how to search for resources in the collection.

· Use OASIS Library search strategies to locate picture books of similar themes. This can be done from computers or from the My library link (on the My applications page in the DET Portal login) on the IWB as a modelled experience for the class. (RES1.5) (RS1.5).
· Brainstorm possible key words for a search.

· Go to My library (using OASIS Web Enquiry) and use the search terms from the brainstorm activity to find books (picture books) with similar themes in your school library’s collection. (Rap sheet 7 supports this activity).

· Locate some of these resources to share and respond to Rap point 3c).

3c) Do these books remind you of any other picture books (eg. about bears, chickens, friendships, fear, or journeys) in your library? How are these other picture books similar to the Bear and Chook titles?
· Watch the Q&A video again, particularly Q&A 8. Lisa and Emma talk about the possibility of another Bear and Chook title, as well as how long it took for each book to be published.

· In Q&A 6, Lisa mentions that the last line of Bear and Chook gave a hint that there would be another adventure, but when Bear stands on the mud castle in Bear and Chook, he can see the sea and the mountain and the forest, etc. All the places visited in Bear and Chook by the sea. 

· Ask the students if there is a clue about a possible new title in Bear and Chook by the sea. Perhaps Bear will start making a surfboard... or a boat... or a rocket... (TES1.1) (TS1.1).
· Use Rap sheet 8 to help students respond to Rap point 3d).
3d) Where to now for Bear and Chook? Suggest a title for the third Bear and Chook adventure.
Task 5 Teaching and programming ideas
Rap wrap up
Term 4, Week 6: week beginning 23 November, 2009
Suggested sequence of teaching strategies
RAP WRAP UP 

· Activity 1
Discuss with students:

· What have you enjoyed about participating in this book rap?

· What new skills in reading texts and using technology have you developed? 

· What was the highlight of this book rap for you? 

· Activity 2
Print a Rap reflection sheet for each group or student. 

· Complete the Early Stage 1 Rap reflection sheet or the Stage 1 Rap reflection sheet.

· Optional activity
· Create a digital story about friends.
· If you have time, try one of the activities from the Create a digital story resource from Teachers in the blog that range from using Microsoft Paint and a PowerPoint presentation to PhotoStory3. 
All links are active on the rap website... this is just a summary.

Enjoy!

Post a comment to the blog or email me if you need assistance

Cath.keane@det.nsw.edu.au
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