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Exploring and examining 

a text of your own 

choosing

Use the following questions as a 

guideline for examining aspects of belonging for texts during the rap or a text of your own choosing in the Area of study: Belonging.
1. What facets of belonging are evident in your text?

2. Select 2 or 3 specific examples from your text that convey facets of belonging or not belonging. For each example note: 

· the particular facet of belonging or not belonging represented in your example;

· the means used by the composer to represent this facet of belonging or not belonging;

· the experience of the main character (protagonist) in terms of belonging or not belonging;

· how the main character’s sense of belonging or not belonging effects her/his concept of self;

· whether this sense of belonging or not belonging changes during the course of the text, how? and why?

· how the representation of belonging or not belonging affects you as the reader.

3. Explain how the structure, language, and other features of your chosen text enhance the communication of notions about belonging, or not belonging.

4. Consider the context: 

· in which the text was composed; 

· that is displayed in and through the text itself; 

· from which you are reading the text. 

How does each of these contexts affect your understanding of the notion of Belonging?

5. How does the composer of the text position the reader? Are alternate readings possible? What discourses are embedded in the text? In what ways does the positioning enhance or subvert your views on the focal issues in the text?

6. Evaluate the text as a whole, explaining how effective you think the text is in representing ideas about belonging?

7. Is the reader encouraged to belong, or not belong, to the text?
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