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Social identity theory 
 Ingroup vs. outgroup 

simplified
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Use these ideas from social identity theories to consider notions of belonging, or not belonging.
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



Clip art by kind permission Jeff Bucchino, The Wizard of Draws <www.wizardofdraws.com>
In group/


US


The group to which YOU want to belong.


The best, most important group.


The group with the best ideas, values, beliefs.


The group that has (or should have) the most power.














Out group(s)/


THEM


The group(s) to which YOU do not want to belong.


The second rate, less important group(s).


The group with poor ideas, values, beliefs.


The group that does not (and should not have) the power.








Personal and social experiences:





Sense of belonging


Shared experiences


Strong sense of identity


Accepted by mainstream culture


Ease of access to social institutions


Feeling of superiority


Belief in own righteousness


Having a political voice














Personal and social experiences:





Sense of not really belonging, except to the Out group


Experiences differ from the dominant In group


Poor sense of identity


Unaccepted by mainstream culture


Difficult to access social institutions


Feeling of inferiority


Belief in own ideas but these have to be suppressed in favour of those of the dominant group


Having little or no political voice
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